


Fr. Jack and Sr. Peggy believe strongly 
in education as the means by which 
people may pull themselves up out of  
poverty, but have long realized that no 
student can study well without being 
fed well. They realize that the elderly 
will be more prone to illness if  they are 
malnourished. They know that many 
people in their parish of  over 35,000 
will not eat at all unless they have a 
soup kitchen to go to.

Every day, hundreds of  the poor of  Fr. 
Jack’s parish wait in line for the six soup 
kitchens to open. They bring a pail or 
container and receive about one quart 
of  soup that they often will take home 
and share with several family members. 
If  they can afford it, they pay one 
Peruvian Sole (approx. 35 cents) to 
help cover the cost. 

Many of  the school children eat their 
only meal each day at a parish soup 
kitchen because Peruvian public schools 
do not provide food, snacks, or milk 
breaks. Sr. Peggy was recently informed 
of  a study that showed a high rate of  
anemia in the children of  the parish. 
Anemia in children causes lethargy and 
difficulty concentrating and is caused 
by malnutrition.

Through the generous donations of  so 
many, Los Amigos has been able to 
cover 100% of  the cost for three of  the 
parish soup kitchens and shares the cost 
50/50 with the Peruvian government  
for the other three. Fr. Jack had hoped 
that unemployment would decrease in 
Chimbote, allowing some of  the soup 
kitchens to close but instead the need 
has worsened. Your continued help is 
needed so that Los Amigos may 
continue to fight hunger and 
malnutrition in Chimbote.

Hunger Facts

• 2.6 billion people live on less than  
	 $2 per day - which is 40% of the  
	 world’s population. Over 800  
	 million of these poor suffer from  
	 chronic hunger, which means  
	 that their daily intake of calories  
	 is insufficient for them to lead  
	 active and healthy lives

• The world produces enough food 
	 to feed everyone. Total food  
	 production in calories per person  
	 per day has increased by 25  
	 percent since 1961 and is more  
	 than sufficient to feed every  
	 person on earth 2800 calories  
	 per day. The principal problem is  
	 that many people in the world  
	 do not have sufficient land to  
	 grow, or income to purchase,  
	 enough food.

Mission Six Soup Kitchens 
Feeding Thousands Each Week

Los Amigos Peruvian Choir Tour 2009 
“Honoring the 40th Jubilee of Fr. Jack Davis”

Los Amigos is pleased to announce  
that Fr. Jack Davis’s award winning 
choir from Chimbote, Peru will 
begin its second tour of the 
United States starting on April 
14th. The group, called JUPUSA 
(Young People United in a Single 
Friendship) will perform in eight 
states: Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, Virginia, Indiana, Ohio, 
Minnesota and North Dakota. 
During the group’s first visit to four 
states in 2004, hundreds attended 
the performances of this vibrant 
group of young Peruvians, who 
shared their inspirational and 
moving performances with young 
and old alike. The choir anticipates 
thousands more will attend 
this year.

The Los Amigos Peruvian Choir 
Tour will begin on April 14th in 
Pensacola, Florida and end on  

June 19th in Fargo, North Dakota, 
with the following schedule:

April 14 – 19 	Pensacola, FL
April 20 – 21	 St. Augustine, FL
April 22 – 23	 St. Simon’s Island, GA 
April 24 – 25	 Charlotte, NC
April 26 – 29	 Fairfax, VA/		
	 Washington, DC
April 30 – 
May 1	 Columbus, OH
May 2 – 3	 Delphos, OH
May 4 – 5	 Goshen, IN
May 6 – 7	 Chesterton, IN
May 8 – 12	 St. Paul, MN
May 13	 St. Cloud, MN
May 14 – 20	 Prior Lake, MN/ 
	 Chanhassen, and  
	 MN/ Stillwater, MN
May 21	 Wahpeton, ND and  
	 Lidgerwood, ND
May 22 – 24	 Edgeley, ND

May 25 – 27	 Jamestown, ND/ 
	 Napoleon, ND
May 28	 Carrington, ND/ 
	 New Rockford, ND
May 29 – 31	 Grand Forks, ND
June 1 –2 	 Grafton, ND
June 3	 Langdon, ND
June 4 – 5	 Bottineau, ND
June 6 – 9	 Devils Lake, ND
June 10 – 19	Fargo, ND/ 
	 Casselton ND/ 
	 West Fargo, ND 

Two new CD’s have been recorded 
by JUPUSA and will be available 
for purchase, along with special 
choir tour T-Shirts! 

To see a detailed schedule, visit 
our website and click on “News 
& Events”
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Did You Know?

Throughout the world 
25,000 people die every 

day from hunger 
and related causes.



The dental team, led by Dr. Mike 
Leonard of  Chanhassen, MN, treated 
over 250 patients, and perhaps even 
more significantly, worked to build the 
infrastructure for an ongoing dental 
volunteer presence in Chimbote.

While this medical care met some 
immediate needs of  the Chimbotanos, 
perhaps more significant was the human 
contact between the impoverished and 
the missionaries. Volunteers found that 
they could not solve every problem 
or heal every wound. But they could 
provide compassion, building the 
solidarity that uplifts and encourages 
our Peruvian friends.

Upon completion of  the first LAMA 
mission, the St. Michael’s group 
envisions organizing future trips, and 
they also hope to inspire other parishes 
to initiate their own medical mission 
efforts. The rewards are beyond the 
tangible. There was not a dry eye among 
the group when an elderly woman 
presented Sue Leahy with a gift from 
her heart, all she in her poverty had to 
give: a rock from Chimbote, a piece of  
her country to be a lasting reminder of  
the Peruvians’ gratitude and love.

If  you would like to learn more about 
medical mission trips to Chimbote, 
contact Dorothy Brama by e-mail 
tonydoty@msn.com or Sue Leahy 
leahy_sue@yahoo.com.

In February 2009, the Los Amigos 
Medical Aid (LAMA) team, consisting 
of  49 volunteers (more wanted to come 
but had to be turned away!) headed to 
Chimbote, with Dorothy Brama, an RN 
from Prior Lake, MN, in the head 
position. The group consisted of  
physicians, dentists, a pharmacist and 
pharmacy technician, EMT’s, a nurse 
practitioner, nurses, physical therapists, 
and assorted non-medical personnel 
from across the U.S. as well as Canada. 

How did this come about? The project 
began in 2005, when some St. Michael’s 
parishioners (of  Prior Lake, MN) 
participated in a medical mission to 
Chimbote, conducted by VIMM, 
an international medical mission 
organization. Two years later, more 
St. Michael’s parishioners joined a 
Chimbote VIMM effort—among them 
Tony and Dorothy Brama and Sue 
Leahy. They, along with Kathy McCord, 
decided to establish their own medical 
mission — and “LAMA” was born.

As a result, the LAMA Team recently 
provided five days of  medical and 
dental service to 4,277 of  Chimbote’s 
poorest of  the poor. 

In advance of  the mission, Chimbotanos  
seeking medical and dental care were 
issued color-coded tickets, the color 
designating the day the person could go 
to the clinic. Six hundred tickets per day 
were issued, first come/first served, but 
non-ticket holders were allowed to wait 
in line, and at least 100 additional patients  
per day were seen, all at no charge. 

Everyone was busy! Patients were 
screened to determine the level of  care, 
with typical ailments including diabetes 
and bone/joint pain; less frequent were 
cancerous tumors and STDs. Tests 
were done, medications provided, and 
information given about such matters 
as well baby care and breast exams. 
Occasionally the security personnel 
waded into the crowd to escort the 
most obviously distressed cases to the 
front of  the line.

Los Amigos Medical Mission –
Providing Comfort & Care to 
Friends in Need
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“I worked with the team of  dentists. 
The case I remember most was a 
23-year-old mentally challenged 
young man who came to the clinic 
with his grandmother. He needed 
x-rays of  all 19 teeth he had left. 
We couldn’t make him hold the 
film with his teeth, so we had to 
take 19 single x-rays. I thought 
we were going to be glowing in the 
dark! We learned this young man’s 
father had died and his mother had 
abandoned him, so the grandmother 
was taking care of  him. I keep on 
thinking: Who will take care of  him  
when she is gone? They say God  
will provide and I sure hope so.”

-Monica Roe”

“There is a lady in her thirties 
named Teresa who came to the 
clinic. She already knew that she 
had terminal cancer, but she was 
looking for pain medication. She 
and her daughters, ages 13 and 
10, were staying with her sister’s 
family, who were very poor also 
with children of  their own. Teresa’s 
husband is not around. There are 
not enough beds to go around, so 
Teresa has been sleeping on a mat 
on the dirt floor.” 

-Dorothy Brama

Did You Know?

Peru’s infant mortality rate is 
extremely high at 69 per 1,000 
births? Lack of prenatal care 

is a significant factor.

Did You Know?

You can view YouTube 
videos of Fr. Jack via 

our website.



Sister Parish Spotlight

President’s Column

The long relationship between the Church of  St. Ann of  Gulf   
Breeze, Florida, and Our Lady of  Perpetual Help began in the 
mid-1980’s. A parishioner, Curt Coleman, visited Chimbote. He 
met Fr. Jack, who initiated Curt to the extremely poor condition  
of  the squatters occupying the desert land of  his parish. 

Curt returned home a disciple of  Fr. Jack, and solicited 
support for Fr. Jack’s programs. With the enthusiastic 
encouragement of  St. Ann’s pastor, Msgr. Luke Hunt, 
he sought other disciples and funds. Curt and other 

parishioners regularly went to Chimbote. They dug sewer 
trenches, built shelters of  estera (split-reed mats) and 
performed other needed work.

The Santa Ana medical post and chapel of  Chimbote are 
the namesakes of  St. Ann because its parishioners erected 
the original estera structures. On one occasion the visitors 
bought a modern examination table for the post. Imagine such 
a table on the dirt floor of  a room with walls made of  split-
reed mats with no ceiling.

As of  2009, more than one hundred different parishioners 
have made the journey to Chimbote —  some many times, 
including Los Amigos board member, Hector Bossé, who has 
made 26 visits as an escort.

However critically important the giving and the doing, special 
emphasis has been given to relationships. The person 
considering going to Chimbote usually asks first: “What 
can I do?”  Msgr. Hunt responds:  “Why do you visit a loved 
one in the hospital?  Do you remove stitches and change 
bandages?”  Similarly, good and adequate reasons for a visit 
to the poor Chimbotanos can be to show love, support, 
concern and encouragement.  Of  course, one may also use 
whatever time, talent or treasure one has to meet needs the 
Chimbotanos cannot themselves meet.
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“We have been blessed with 
passionate people”

A Challenging Time

A normal year at Father Jack’s Mission 
is a challenging enough time, as most 
have witnessed in their travels there. Now 
toss in the worst recession since the 
Great Depression, with no end in sight,  
and we are seeing Americans’ confidence 
in the economy at an all time low.  Yet, 
we still have a Mission to run! 

Recently, we also faced the challenge 
of  obtaining the legal documents 
necessary for the Choir Tour. Eighteen 
choir members traveled to Lima to get 
their passports and visas, but returned 
with only four passports and low 
spirits. However, through the efforts 
of  Tim Killeen, Mike Sullivan, Senator 
Kent Conrad and staff, as well as 
many other people too numerous to 
mention, all passports and visas were 
obtained on February 1st. Michelle 
Nohner has been a Godsend in 
organizing the choir trip, with the 
assistance of  our Executive Director, 
Susan Trnka.

We have been blessed with the addition 
of  some passionate and talented people 
such as Sue Leahy, who along with Tony 
and Dorothy Brama, helped organize a 
49-person medical group to Chimbote. 
Also strengthening our cause are Wayne 
Sanders, who heads up our Marketing 
Committee, and Mike Sullivan, who I 
mentioned before was a great help in 
obtaining the visas.

Another positive is our new Los Amigos  
apparel line, which allows people to 
look as good as Jack and Peggy, while 
supporting the Mission at the same time.

We have seven different committees, 
with another one waiting in the wings 
for us to catch our breath. We are 
always in need of  people who are 
passionate about serving God and 
others through these committees. God 
sometimes throws a curve ball we don’t 
always see coming. One of  mine was 
being asked to serve you and the poor  
of  Chimbote as President of  Los Amigos.

Only through a collective effort of  
people fully alive with the Spirit can 
we cope with our present circumstances.  
Funding for the general mission 
programs has dropped over 30% in 
2009, forcing reductions in jobs and 
programs for the poor.  Giving is always 
easier when things are going well, but I 
believe that generous hearts will come 
through in these difficult times.

There are only a few things of  which 
we can be certain:  We were made 
from dust and to dust we will return.  
And, as this quote from Alan Sachs 
states, “Death is more universal than 
life; everyone dies but not everyone 
lives.”  Our next life is eternal and all 
that will be remembered from this life 
is how we loved God, our family and 
friends, and how we made a difference 
for those whose needs were great.

Ron Stensgard, President 
Los Amigos
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Parish Names:	 Church of St. Ann 
& Church of Our Lady of the Assumption 
(OLOA) 
Location:	 Gulf Breeze, FL
	 & Pensacola Beach, FL
Current Pastor:	 Msgr. Luke Hunt
Parochial Vicar:	 Fr. James Valenzuela
Parish size:	 St. Ann
	 850 families

	 OLOA
	 240 families

Photo: Ron Stensgard and Fr. Jack

Photo: Msgr. Luke Hunt at Chimbote Woodworking Program




