
Beginning April 16, 2009 through 
June 20, 2009, Fr Jack, Sr. Peggy and 21 
choir members and chaperones from 
Chimbote, traveled the United States 
performing in 36 communities in eight 
states. Thousands attended the concerts 
and shared their joyful gratitude for the 
beautiful music and dancing provided. 
In each location, Fr. Jack and Sr. Peggy 
shared stories of  their work to eliminate 
the causes of  poverty, emphasizing the 
need for education. Choir Tour T-Shirts 
and CDs were sold by the hundreds, 
with the proceeds benefitting the mission 
programs in Chimbote. 

The group was warmly received in 
parishes, schools, nursing homes, 
universities, television and radio stations, 
and even performed at Senator Byron 
Dorgan’s office in Washington, DC!  
Fr. Jack states, “Words cannot express 
the gratitude I feel toward all who 
welcomed us into their home and hearts.”

For the young men and women of  the 
choir, the expereince was one that they 
will never forget. All come from poverty 

stricken homes, many with no electricity 
or running water, so visiting one of  the 
wealthiest countries in the world was 
eye-opening.

The tour culminated with the 40th Jubilee  
celebration for Fr. Jack on Sunday, June 
14th beginning with Mass at Nativity 
Parish in Fargo and then a dinner and 
reception following. Nearly 600 people 
attended, some of  them coming great 
distances. Bishop Angel Francisco 
Simon, Bishop of  Chimbote, and Padre 
Juan Roger Rodriguez were among the 
many priests, sisters and lay people who 
honored Fr. Jack with their presence.

The choir tour generated renewed 
interest in Fr. Jack’s mission by those 
familiar with it, and new interest in 
those wanting to learn more about 
the remarkable programs in place in 
Chimbote to alleviate the suffering of  
the poor. 

Los Amigos Peruvian 
Choir Tour A Success!
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“I do not know why God gave me 
all this, but all I know is that it was 
His will. This trip was very special. 
The places we visited and the families 
that gave us so much touched us 
deeply. God bless you all.”
-Julio Rupay Robles (43)

“It was a beautiful experience…
the places we visited were very clean 
and orderly. At every place we went 
to, we sang with a lot of  joy and 
enthusiasm in order to help the poor 
people of  our home.”
-Rebeca Bolaños Ponte (20)

“The United States was a very 
beautiful, clean, and orderly country 
where the families took me in with 
love and affection. I liked the 
swimming pool and pizza too. I will 
never forget the wonderful moments 
I had.” 
-Aron Bolaños Ponte (13)

“Thank you so much for this trip 
and for offering us the best of  you. 
I had a beautiful experience with 
you giving us the best and sharing 
what you have with us. Thank 
you friends.” 
-Jorge Vergara Levanos (27)

Did You Know?

You can view YouTube videos 
of Fr. Jack and Sr. Peggy 

via our website.

Photo: 66th Birthday Celebration in Chimbote Photo: White House, Washington, DC Photo: with Senator Byron Dorgan

Photo: Jubilee Mass, Nativity Church, Fargo

Peruvian Choir Tour 2009 CD Sets are still available! 
Receive Volume I & II for $15.00 including shipping and 
handling. To order visit www.losamigos-chimbote.org 
or send check to: 

Los Amigos CD’s 
PO Box 717 
West Fargo, ND  58078

          LOS AMIGOS CELEBRATION IN SONG



Meet Our Volunteers

Seven years ago a 12-passenger van was shipped to Fr Jack’s 
Mission in Chimbote, Peru from Minnesota in a container of  
donated goods.  Fr. Jack states, “The van has served us very 
well. Hundreds of  handicapped adults & children have been 
taken to religious functions as well as hospitals, clinics and 
other places over the years.” 
 
Unfortunately, the old van broke down and is not repairable. 
Due to the help of  Dave Velishek of  Prior Lake, MN and a 
successful fund-raising campaign by Los Amigos, many 
generous donors made the purchase of  a new van possible. A 

2007 12-passenger Ford Van is now en-route to Chimbote in 
the container packaged by St. Michael’s Parish of  Prior Lake, 
MN. It is slated to arrive at the mission in November.
 
A BIG thank you from Fr. Jack and the hundreds of  people in 
Chimbote who will benefit from the new van! 
 
If  you would like to receive occasional e-mails from Fr. Jack’s 
mission reporting current needs as well as mission updates, 
send your email address to:  news@losamigos-chimbote.org
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Joseph Evinger

When asked the question of  why he went 
to Chimbote, Joseph Evinger, seminarian 
for the Diocese of  Bismarck, ND stated, 
“I would have to answer twofold: first, it 
was not I who wanted to go but rather 
through prayer the Lord gave me the 
desire to enter this place of  poverty; and 
second, the Lord used my desire of  
languages to pull the trip off.” Joseph 
volunteered 6 weeks of  his time to the 
Matt Talbot Center, the mission’s halfway 
house for addicts. He noticed that the 
men at the center had great hope amidst 
their struggles of  poverty and addiction, 
a hope he had never seen before in 
anyone. He states, “We can learn from 
them that a person can still be happy 
even though he or she has nothing…
but more importantly, it was through 
the poor that God chose to enter the 
world, for they have the greater humility 
than we who are so materially rich”. 

Joy McBrien and Kaitlin Durkin

Joy McBrien and Kaitlin Durkin, both 
19 and from Minnesota, spent 4 weeks 
volunteering in Chimbote in July and 
August, working in solidarity with 
laborers to upgrade the Women’s 
Refuge Center, providing a safe haven 
for abused and battered women and 
children. Kaitlin states, “There is not a 
day that goes by that I don’t think about 
the things that I saw and the people 
that I met. I am so thankful for this 
experience and am definitely changed 
for the better.” Joy agrees and says, 
“Once you witness the happiness that 
exists in Chimbote when they are faced 
with some of  the worst circumstances 
imaginable, the bigger picture really 
comes clearly into view. I am so glad 
that I’ve had my first Chimbote 
experience, and I can’t wait for a 
lifetime full of  others.” 

Charles Ashou

Charles Ashou of  Portland, OR learned 
about Fr. Jack’s mission by chance at a 
friend’s wedding in June 2008, when a 
priest said to him, “I heard of  a mission  
in Peru.” In August, 2008, Charles started  
his six month mission in Chimbote, 
Peru, supporting the youth and men of  
the Matt Talbot halfway house. From 
this he reflects “By helping these men, 
I realized I was helping myself  with my 
own trials in life. No matter what your 
social, economic, or educational 
background is, each person suffers, both 
the afflicters and the afflicted. We are 
called to help and support the sufferings 
of  whomever God has brought into our 
own lives. I came here to serve the poor,  
but I realized that I am already one of  
them. We are all poor: let us serve each 
other.” In July 2009, Charles returned to 
Chimbote for a term as the Volunteer 
Coordinator for Los Amigos.
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Photo: Kaitlin Durkin & Joy McBrien in newly painted room at refuge center

Photo: Charles Ashou at Matt Talbot CenterPhoto: Joseph Evinger (front row 3rd from left) pictured with friends from Matt Talbot Center

New Ride for Fr Jack’s Mission!

Los Amigos Del Padre Juan 
Board of Directors
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Ron Stensgard, Horace, ND

Vice-President
Dr. Mark Christenson, Grand Forks, ND

Treasurer
Nancy Evans, St. Joseph, MN

Secretary
Earl Milbrath, Chanhassen, MN

Directors
Fr. Jack Davis, Chimbote, Peru
Sr. Peggy Byrne, Chimbote, Peru
Fr. Al Bitz, Jamestown, ND
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Dr. Lucho Espejo, Fargo, ND
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Mark Pominville, Stillwater, MN
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Hector Bosse, Pensacola, FL
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Susan Trnka, West Fargo, ND

Honorary Members
J. Gary Zespy, Fargo, ND
Dr. Steve Bagan, West Fargo, ND
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LOS AMIGOS DEL PADRE JUAN
Authorization for Automatic Withdrawal of Funds
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Yes, I want to help Fr. Jack’s Mission on a monthly basis!

Last Name:__________________________ First Name:_______________________
Street Address:________________________________________________________
Phone (Required):______________________________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ____________ Zip: _____________
Email: __________________________________

Please begin withdrawing my monthly gift to Fr. Jack’s Mission on: ____/____/____
in the amount of: $______________

Please debit my donation from my: (check one)
___ Checking Account
___ Savings Account

Routing Number: ______________________________________________________
Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3

Account Number:______________________________________________________
Seven digit number located to the right of routing number

or

Please charge my donation to my: (check one)
___ Visa ___ Mastercard ___ American Express ___ Discover Card
Credit Card Number:_________________________________ Exp Date:_________
Name on Card: ________________________________________________________
Billing Address (if different from above): __________________________________

I authorize Los Amigos del Padre Juan and Vanco Service, LLC to process my debit entries and/or charge 
my credit card in accordance with the information above. I understand that this authority will remain in 
effect until I provide notification to terminate the authorization and that I may do so at any time.

Authorized Signature: ___________________________ Date: _________________

***ATTACH VOIDED CHECK IF USING CHECKING ACCOUNT***

Mail completed  form to:  
Los Amigos del Padre Juan
PO Box 717
West Fargo, ND  58078
Call 701-364-0162 with questions.
www.losamigos-chimbote.org




